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 Welcome to the third issue of our Wallace School 

Quarterly Newsletter. This publication gives us a 

great opportunity to showcase the best thing 

about our school—tons of smiles. From our cele-

bration of Dr. Seuss and the 100th day of school 

to celebrating the Week of the Young Child, you 

will be able to take a glimpse inside our school 

and see our staff and students fostering a love of 

learning and community.  

At the time of this writing, we are in the midst of 

our state assessment, the PARCC. I am happy to 

report that our fourth grade students set a tremen-

dous tone as they adjusted to the schedule chang-

es that this requires. Mrs. DeCastro’s class is de-

serving of a “shout out as they had perfect attend-

ance for the entire week of the testing   

schedule. Our third grade students are primed 

and ready to succeed as they engage with the 

assessment, with our fifth and sixth graders to 

follow thereafter. 

As the school year winds down, I need to ask 

two favors of our community. One—be sure to 

take some time outside with your children to find 

some learning opportunities. It seems like we 

are finally on the other side of a long, cold, ardu-

ous winter season. Two—help us keep our stu-

dents on task with schoolwork as the end of the 

year approaches. This is the perfect time to rein-

force a core belief of “seeing it through to the 

end” and “sticking with it.”  Happy Spring every-

one. We’ll see you with one more newsletter in 

June.  



 

 

Happy Birthday 
Dr. Seuss! 
Mr. Lucatorto made the rounds 

as the Cat in the Hat, visiting 

staff, Pre-K,  Kindergartens, and 

ABA classrooms, in honor of Dr. 

Seuss’ birthday on March 2.   

That crazy Cat brought laughter 

and hijinks everywhere he 

went.  What an amazing way to 

bring our Read Across America   

celebration to a close!  

Cat in the Hat with Mrs. Taglieri 

Cat in the Hat made a visit to Mrs. Fernandez’s kindergarten class 

Cat in the Hat with Mrs. Ayala and Mrs. Vega Cat in the Hat with Mr. Ramos 

It's Dr. Seuss Week! Did you know that Dr. Seuss books have been         

translated into over 20 languages? For this display, Ms. Meza translated 

about 23 Dr. Seuss titles and created book covers for 2nd Grade students to 

color and decorate. Students were also tasked with translating the title back 

to English! Great job students!  



 

 

Week of the Young Child 

April 16th-20th brought us the Week of the Young Child, a time enthusiastically celebrated 

by our Wallace Kindergartens and staff.  The week began with all K     classes gathering to 

work their sillies out doing Zumba and yoga for Movement Monday, led by Ms. Fernandez 

and Ms. Brooks.  On Career Tuesday, children came to school dressed as their future selves 

and enjoyed learning about different careers from many guest speakers.  Take 

Flight Wednesday saw all the K staff and students make their way to the HHS football field, 

where they joyfully flew kites and played with  bubbles.  It was chaotic, loud, and so much 

fun! Artsy Thursday provided lessons on great artists throughout history, like Michelangelo, 

as well as the opportunity for K students to recreate their own versions of works by masters 

like Monet, Van Gogh, and Picasso.  We all enjoyed exploring our painting abilities, especial-

ly when Mr. Shannon and Mr. L came in to lend a hand and share the experience with  us! Af-

ter a long week of learning and trying new things, we wound down with Movie Friday, where 

all K classes gathered in the gym to watch Coco and eat popcorn together.  You can always 

count on Mr. Shannon and  Mr. Bartlett to join in the fun and spend some quality time with 

our young    learners.  Overall, the week was a resounding success and we’re already excited 

to do it again next year!  

Take Flight Wednesday 

Zumba/ Yoga Monday 

Art Thursday 

Career Tuesday 

PJ Friday 



 

Week of the Young Child  

5th and 6th grade Wallace band students performing in the 

"Week of the Young Child" parade with the HS band  



Week of the Young Child  

Monet, Van Gogh, Picasso and                

Michelangelo, to name a few, 

would be very impressed by 

these young artists. 



 

 

Students in Mrs. Arnone 

and Mrs. DeCastro's 

class, dressed up as if 

they were 100 years old 

to celebrate the 100th 

day of school.     

Celebrating the 100th Day of School 

In order to celebrate Computer Science Education Week, Miss Brooks’ Kindergarten class teamed up 

with Miss Amberg’s Third graders to complete the Hour of Code. The Hour of Code was a great way for 

both classes to practice their computer science skills and to work with their Reading Buddies to learn 

some new computer programing techniques. Each Third grader met with their Kindergarten buddy to 

complete various lessons that included clicking and dragging icons and changing the color of an icon. 

Students were even challenged to create a code to instruct a character to move to reach a target. Each 

student did a great job working together to complete a task and learning how to use code. Both classes 

cannot wait to complete more challenges together!  

Hour of Code 



 

 

Flat Stanley 

Miss Amberg’s Third     

graders had the amazing 

opportunity to team up with 

a Third grade class in    

Prague, Czech Republic for 

a unique adventure! A class 

from Prague sent over a 

“Flat Stanley” doll with a  

letter asking the students 

various questions.           

Miss Amberg’s class brain-

stormed a list of places that 

they wanted to show this 

class and brought “Flat 

Stanley” to many of them. 

After taking “Flat Stanley” to 

many places around       

Hoboken and New York 

City, such as the           

Rockefeller Christmas Tree 

and   Columbus Park,     

students made a letter to 

send back to Prague that 

told them all about “Flat 

Stanley’s” journey (they 

even included pictures!) and 

asking this class questions 

that they were interested in 

learning more about. Miss 

Amberg’s class had so 

much fun showing “Flat 

Stanley” around Hoboken 

and learning about a new 

culture and country. The 

students are anxiously 

awaiting a response and 

cannot wait to continue to 

learn more about the culture 

and traditions in Prague!. 

 

Crazy Hat Day! 



 

 

 

We are in concert prep in the band and chorus departments at Wallace.  Our concert is set for May 
30

th
, 2018 at 7PM in the HHS Auditorium.  We have a movie theme for the Wallace instrumental 

portion of the concert.  Band students are preparing selections from Star Wars and Jurassic Park. 
Recently, we formed a 5

th
 and 6

th
 grade jazz band. We will be choreographing a scene with           

Mr. Fernandez during the Star Wars selections.  It will be a fun part of the concert! 
      Mr. Stasiak stopped by Wednesday morning to speak to our 6

th
 grade band students about    

joining the middle school band.  He invited some of the advanced students to play in an upcoming 
parade.  The students are looking forward to joining the marching band for some of these events! 
    Congratulations to our chorus members who auditioned and will receive solo parts in the spring 
concert.  Soloists will be: Naomi Cooke, Harper Clark, Tyler Mara, Teagan Clark, and Alana Rivas. 
Soloists for the 4

th
- 6

th
 select choir are: Nathanael Quinones, Mable Blischke- Villavicencio, Arthur 

Pawley, Naomi Cooke, Teagan Clark, and Charlotte Yang.  The select choir is an audition only 
group; which meets at lunch once per week. Everyone did a wonderful job, and we have many     
talented choral students.  As always, feel free to email me with any questions about our band or 
chorus program at Wallace. 
Stephanie Safko 
stephanie.safko@hoboken.k12.nj.us 

 
 

 
 
 

Wallace Select Choir Rehearsal March 28, 2018  

Wallace Band and Chorus 

mailto:stephanie.safko@hoboken.k12.nj.us


 

 

Many Ways of Celebrating the 100th Day of School 

Celebrating the 100th day a different way, the students in Mrs. Lemaire’s homeroom celebrated the Chinese New Year.  For the celebra-

tion, students wore the traditional color of red and worked on the tradition of gifting red envelopes and coins (paper) with good wishes for 

the New Year. We also snacked on some traditional Chinese New Year snacks such as fortune cookies, tangerines/oranges (for fullness 

and wealth) and "red" snacks such as strawberries and Swedish Fish.   

Mrs. Shikman’s class   

celebrated  the 100th day 

of school, each student 

has 6 to 7 strips of paper 

and are writing things they 

learned this school 

year.  We have a total of 

100 strips.  We will com-

bine all the strips to make 

a paper chain link. 

1st grade 100 objects on a crown...  Before I am 100.. Bucket List 

Kindergarten at      

Wallace celebrates the 

100th Day of School 

by mailing out over 

100 letters to kinder-

garten classrooms in 

all 50 states. We hope 

to get 100 responses 

in   return!   

Impersonating  the elderly 



 

 

100 Days in Many Ways 

100 Words in 100 Days by Mrs. 

Martinez's class :-)  All higher   

order words learned in the first 

100 days of school. 

    

Team Lawrence and Team Killen with their 100 Day         

Celebration! As a team, we embarked on a challenge to 

build a structure using 100 cups. After much frustration 

with our falling cup pyramid and the obstacle of working 

with 18 other students, the class decided that they could 

build a structure by stacking all of the cups on top of each          

other....a perfect example of how the productive struggles 

faced in collaboration lead to success. 

Math center (counting by 10’s) 

Crown , Ms. Gualario’s Class 

More Impersonators…... 



 

 

 We celebrate our young scholars honored as Students of the Month for February, 2018. Our hon-

orees are: Jayce Fuller (Pre-K – Mrs. Reading), Jack Kingsley (K – Ms. Fernandez), Liam Ward (1 – 

Ms. Burns), Neva Gold (2 – Mrs. Mazzone), Logan Calingasan (3 – Ms. Skarantonakis), Minu Sim (4 – 

Mrs. DeCastro), Camila Suarez (5 – Mrs. Martinez), and Angel Acosta (6 – Mrs. Taglieri). Our young 

friend Jayce is the overall Wallace School Student of the Month who was honored at a meeting of the 

Hoboken Board of Education. Congratulations to all of our students who earned this important distinc-

tion. My challenge to the rest of our students remains – if you have not already achieved the award of 

Student of The Month, you have four months left to show us what you have! Make sure you work hard 

to earn it! 

February Students of the Month 

March Student of the Month 

Let’s  take a moment to recognize our outstanding scholars who earned the honor of being named Stu-

dents of the Month for March 2018. As the year progresses, the academics become more rigorous, and 

the weather starts to tempt students outside, it is important to recognize our students who show the grit 

and determination to stay academically focused, as well as those who exhibit much positive progress 

and improvement. From our youngest learners to our oldest scholars, they are: Clark Yavoich (Pre-K - 

Ms. Defilipo), Philip Lazorchick (K - Ms. Brooks), Tyler Smith (1 - Ms. Vayda), Elijah Vera (2 - Mrs. Maz-

zone), Vega Villoldo (3 - Ms. Corea), Lorin Sarer (4 - Mrs. DeCastro), Genevieve Fink (5 - Mrs. Mar-

tinez) and Riddhi Damani (6 - Mrs. Taglieri). All of our honorees received a certificate, a spirit stick, and 

a commemorative pencil. They also attended a breakfast with their invited family members hosted by 

Vice Principal Bartlett. One final “shout out” to Riddhi Damani, represented Wallace School as Overall 

Student of the Month Hoboken Board of Education.  



Passport to Learning News 

Ms. Grafman’s enrichment class had the 

pleasure of meeting “Bad Idea the Bearded 

Dragon.”  Mr. Danny the Zoo man, allowed 

the dragon to interact with the class. It       

definitely was a treat for the Young Zoologists. 

The Project Heroism enrichment 

class, led by Mrs. Shana Wright,  

visited the Hoboken homeless   

shelter, where the students were 

able to hand out cookies and take a 

tour of the shelter.  It is great to see 

our future giving back to those in 

need. 



Crazy Sock Day was a big hit 

with Ms. Fernandez’s Kindergar-

ten class, giving each student an 

opportunity to express their 

uniqueness. A great time was 

had by all as they discussed the 

similarities and differences in the 

style, color, and size of every-

one’s zany socks.  Individually, 

each sock was a treat, but to-

gether, they were a work of art.   

Kindergarten Crazy Sock Day 

On February 28th, 6th grade students met with the Steven's Tech student design team 

for the Middle School Innovative Design project.  The Steven's students are tasked with 

designing an innovative and fully functional structure to the middle school.  This structure 

will hold a myriad of activities for the middle school students to explore. The best floor 

plan will be chosen soon and construction is set to start as early as this spring. Our sixth 

grade students had the opportunity to see the virtual floor plans from each team through 

presentations and discussions.  Our students also provided positive feedback and     

constructive criticism.   

Middle School Design 


